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“The hour has come, the hour is striking and striking at you,
the hour and the end!”
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With this issue of WWN, we conclude a year of
articles based on the first manuscript the foun-
dation released in 1972, on the doctrine of the
Incarnation as taught by the Seventh-day Advent-
ist Church. FEach of the chapters —-articles —-
were more carefully proofed than in the original
manuscript, and paragraphs were rewritten to ex-
press more accurately the intended thought.
Every aspect of the controversy which engulfed
the Church was not covered. There was an ex-
change in the Ministry which we have passed by
for another day. Things are taking place both
in the religious world and in the Church which
need to he evaluated. We will return to the
subject of the Incarnation in a future issue,
the Lord wiliing.

We have had in our Tibrary a manuscript on the
Virgin Birth by L. E. Froom, who authored Move-
ment of Destiny under the guidance of a commit-
tee chaired by Neal C. Wilson when he was presi-
dent of the North American Division. When one
sees how far afield the thinking of men in high
places actually went at the time of the SDA-
Evangelical Conferences and immediately follow-
ing, the warnings sounded in 1903 by the Messen-
ger of the Lord along with the description of
what the Omega would be Tike does not sound odd
nor exaggerated. The tragedy is still the fact
that there are those who can see and know these
things, and yet still believe the Church will be
turned around to an acceptable condition with
the Lord Jesus




Conclusions We Face

In October 1972. the Foundation released its
first research manuscript - An [Interpretive
History of the Docirine of the lIncarnation as
Taught by the Seventh-day Adventist Church.
Last year, in our October issue of WWN, we
began a series of articles which were re-written
chapters from the originali manuscript. The
original manuscript had many “typos” due to our
inadequate proofing. These errors we sought to
correct as well as to re-write some paragraphs
so0 as to give better sense to what we were
seeking to say. A careful comparison between
the manuscript and the articles as they appeared
during the vyear in WWN would reveal other
changes also; but one thing did not change, and
that is the basic premise upon which the original
manuscript was written: -- the documentation
of what the Church taught in regard to the
Incarnation from its inception in 1844 and its
organization in 1863 to the present time. Now
that documentation demands some conclusions.

[F the Seventh-day Adventist Church truly
believes that Ellen G. White was the Lord's
“Messenger” to the Remnant, then the historic
position of the Church in regard to the nature of
the humanity Christ assumed in becoming the
Son of man is crystal clear. From the very
earliest beginnings of the Church, the
“messenger” of the Lord wrote: “The great work
of redemption could be carried out only by the
Redeemer taking the place of fallen Adam”
{R&H, Feb. 24, 1874}. "It was in the order of
God that Christ should take upon Himself the
form and nature of fallen man” - that “by
experiencing in Himself the strength of Satan’s
temptations (R&H, March 18, 1875; emphasis
supplied), - He might understand how to succour
those who are tempted” {Spirit of Prophecy, Vol.
2, p. 39).

IF the Secriptures are to be taken as the rule and
hasis for all doctrine, then the conclusion is
likewise inescapable that Christ laid aside “the
form of God” and accepted instead the “slave
form of man” {Phil. 2:6-7). See manuscript - J/n
the Form of a Slave. He was made “in the
likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned
sin in the flesh” {Rom. 8:3}). “He was made to

be sin for us, who knew no sin (Il Corinthians
5:21). “Forasmuch then as the children are
partakers of flesh and blood, He also Himself
likewise took part of the same” (Heb. 2:14).
[“Children” came after the Fall in Eden.]

The findings of this research indicate that since
1950, theologians and apologists of the Church
have altered the historic position, and now teach
that Christ in accepting a human form from Mary
was preserved free from the working of the
great law of heredity through the operation of
the Holy Spirit.

Further, it is now proposed that the humanity
Christ took, except for physical degeneracy, was
the same as the sinless nature of Adam prior to
the Fall. On some of the published writings of
these theological leaders and apologists, the
highest elected leaders of the Church have
placed their “imprimaturs” making the doctrines
taught therein as “authoritative” as any official
position of the Church. Thus the theologians
and leaders have united together in leading the
Church into a state of apostasy in regard to the
doctrine of the Incarnation.

This all leads to some personal questions: [F the
factual data as presented in the issues of WWN
this past year is correct, then what is my
responsibility in the light of this apostasy?
Further, can a Church involved in such apostasy
“go through,” or is it a basis for its rejection
before God when weighed in “the balances of
the sanctuary?” (8T:247).

Appendix C

In the September issue of WWN (p. 5), we noted
the 1972 action of the Biblical Research
Committee in preparing a series of quotations
from the Ellen G. White writings to replace those
which had appeared as Appendix B, sec. Il in
Questions on Doctrine — “Took Sinless Human
Nature” (p. 650). It was published as an
“insert” in the February issue of The Ministry.
At the time, we believed the new series prepared
by the Committee did not reflect the depth of
the condescension of Immanuel as stated in the
Writings. We submitted another series to the



Committee. These statements follow (all

emphasis supplied):

In Christ were united the divine and the hurnan
— the Creator and the creature, The nature of
God whose law had been transgressed, and the
nature of Adam, the transgressor, meet in Jesus
— the Son of God, and the Son of man (Ms. 141,
1g01; 7 BC:926).

Think of Christ’s humiliation. He took upon
Himself fuallen, suffering human nature,
degraded and defiled by sin. He tock our
sorrows, bearing our grief and shame. He
endured all the temptations wherewith man is
beset. He united humanity and divinity: «
divine spirit dwelt in a temple of flesh. He
united Himself with the temple. “The Werd was
made flesh and dwelt among us,” because by so
doing He could associate with the sinful,
sorrowing sons and daughters of Adam (¥1,
Dec. 20,1900 4BC:1147).

Christ did in reality unite the offending nature of
man with His own sinless nature, because in this
act of condescension He would be enabled to
pour cut His blessings in behalf of the fallen
race. Thus He made it possible for us to partake
of His nature (R&H, July 17, 1900).

It was in the order of God that Christ should take
upon Himself the form and nature of fallen
man, that He might be made perfect through
suffering, and Himself endure the strength of
Satan’s fierce temptations, that He might
understand how to succor those who should be
tempted (Spirit of Prophecy, Vol. 2, p. 39).

In our strength it is impossible for us to deny the
clamors of our fallen nature, Through this
channel Satan will bring temptation upon us.
Christ knew that the enemy would come to every
human being, to take advantage of hereditary
weakness, and by his false insinuations to
ensnare all those whose trust is not in God. And
by pussing over the ground which man must
travel, the Lord prepared the way for us to
overcome (The Desire of Ages, pp. 122-123).

Cast yourself, helpless, unworthy, upon Jesus,
and claim His very promise. The Lord will hear.
He knows how strong are the inclinations of the
natural heart, and He will help in every time of
temptation (5T:177).

The religion of Jesus Christ we need daily, ..
Though He had all the strength of passion of
humanity, never did He yield to temptation to do
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one single act which was not pure and elevating
and ennobling (In Heavenly Places, p. 155).

The Mystery Years
1930-1935

L. E. Froom in his boock, Movement of Destiny,
tells of an informal group meeting of Adventist
leaders at the headquarters of the Church during
the years 1930-1935. They met “periodically,
on Sabbath afterncons for intimate Bible study,
followed by informal round table exchange” (p.
429). He noted that these began “not long after
the time of the issuance of the (1931}
‘Fundamental Beliefs’ statement.” This state-
ment was formulated by F. M, Wilcox, editor of
the Review & Herald, whom Froom lists as in
attendance at the special Sabbath afternoon
study group along with W. W. Prescott, A. G.
Daniels and W. E. Howell as well as others.
Froom does not mention F, D. Nichol as present,
although in 1927 Wilcox had invited him to be
his associate editor. We can conclude that he,
too, was present. Froom keeps emphasizing the
fact that he was the youngest person present,
and attributes it to his “close association with
Elder Daniels” as well as his responsibilities with
the Ministerial Association (p. 430).

First, let us note Nichol's “paper trail” in regard
to the subject of the incarnation. In 1932, he
published a baok, Answers fo Objections, which
was “an examination of the major objections
raised against the teachings of Seventh-day
Adventists.” The "objections” he discussed
focused on the Law, Sabbath, Second Advent,
the “state” of man in death, and briefly on the
atonement and the “scapegoat” as a “saviour.”
There was no mention of the Incarnation. The
book was reprinted in 1947, and finally in 1952
enlarged and revised to include other areas of
the “Sanctuary and Atonement,” such as the
Incarnation and a completed atonement at the
Cross. After noting the objection to the use of
“sinful flesh” as applied to Christ's humanity,
Nichol places a “word of counsel” to our
“Adventist writers and speakers” in regard to the
use of the phrase, “sinful flesh” (p. 397). The
gist of the counsel was “tone it down.” The



question is how far can truth be “toned” down?
While Nichol's advice was excellent that we stay
“within the protecting bounds of (Scriptural)
quotation marks,” then let us follow it, and
permit Scripture to speak with finality. Christ
took the “slave form {popdnv doviou opovl of
man (Phil. 2:7].

The “paper trail” of Froom goes much further
afield. An undated manuscript on “The Tremen-
dous Truth of the Virgin Birth” composed of
three chapters was circulated by Froom during
the time of the controversy over Questions on
Doctrine with a notation — “Confidential: Please
Read and Return with Suggestions. - L.E.F.”
Froom’s reason for the emphasis on the Virgin
Birth was because he considered it as “the sole
explanation of the sinless life” (p. 2). We shall
quote excerpts from this manuscript in a
selected type style. Comments which we shall
make will be placed in a different type style and
enclosed within brackets.

Froom engages the subject:

First of all, we must recognize that the
Incarnation — and its virgin birth — lies at the
heart of God’s mcthod in redeeming a lost race.
Everything in Holy Writ moves toward a
destined moment of Incarnation until its
accomplishment. The life of Christ finds
fulfilment and explanation therein., It reveals
the unity of God, the power of God, the heliness
of God, the grace of God, and the Fatherhood of
God, together with the Eternal Deity of the Son.
Therein the Eternal Son becomes united with
humanity by the Holy Spirit.

The mystery of the Incarnation, with its
inseparable Virgin Birth, occupies its own
solitary place in the Christian Faith, The Eter-
nal Son, with all the fullness of His Godhead,
assumed human nature. No man-made theories
can explain it. No mind can encompass it.
Nevertheless, the Incarnation, by the way of the
Virgin Birth, is the foundation of all activitics
and provisions of redemption. Indeed, the
Virgin Birth — God becoming man — is the most
stupendous fact and event in all human history.,
Moreover, the Virgin Birth is the sole
explanation of a sinless life, [Is this not also the
reasoning behind the Dogma of the Immaculate
Conception?] and then the vicarious death and
wondrous resurrection of our Lord, and all that
follows thercafter. That a Person of the Godhead

should become one of the human family — the
sphere of His own creation — with a view to
retaining that new form and relationship thence-
forth throughout eternity, must ever remain an
inscrutable mystery to the creatures of this
world.

It should be said at the onset that it is foolhardy
for quibblers to contend that Christ had to have
two parents in order to assume humanity — for
the simple reason that Adam, as the first man,
had no parents. He came into being by direct
creation. Creative power was similarly involved
in the Virgin Birth. [It was “the power of the
Highest” (Luke 1:35}, that was engaged:; but was it
in the creative mode? Paul gives the direclion of
the intent - ohic sautov skevosey - “but Himself He
emptied” (Phil. 2:7). It was God entering a
“humanity” being formed in the womb of Mary. “A
body hast thou prepared Me” in Mary (Heb. 10:5).]
(p. 2; emphasis his) ...

As intimated, more than any other provision of
redemption, the Incarnation - and iis
inseparable Virgin Birth - is a mystery
unfathomable to the mind. In the Old Testament
it is a subject of dim but definite prophecy which
in the New Testament is elaborated, clarified,
and irrefutably fulfilled. Indeed, we may say
that the Incarnation, through the Virgin Birth of
the Son of God, is the supreme fact of history,
bringing the Eternal One to a human birth in
time. It is God becoming Man according to the
divine plan and redemptive provision. It is
freely granted that the Virgin Birth was a
stupendous miracle. It was a creative work for
the redemption of a lost race — a creative work
just as verily as was the original ereation. ...

The tremendous truth of the supernatural
coming into the world of Jesus Christ is the one
doctrine that involves and compasses all other
doctrines of redemption. God not only assumed
human nature, and was manifested in human
history as a Man among men, but the supreme
purpose of that coming was to condemn sin in
the flesh, and to redeem mankind from its
conscquences, That has vast involvements,

Jesus Christ is the one exception to the universal
rule of sin and sinfulness. How did He escape
the taint of sinful heredity? There is but one
answer: His human nature came into being by a
direct and miraculous intervention, the
overshadowing of the Holy Ghost. The virgin
Birth is so inseparably related to the
Incarnation, and is so vital to the whole plan of
redemption, that it is an absolutely indispens-
able article of the Christian faith., This has not



been comuinonly recognized {(pp. 2-4; emphasis

his).

At one point in his discussion, it would almost
appear that Froom borrowed from Andreasen
rhetorically. He stated that "to deny the Virgin
Birth is to abandon the Christ of the New
Testament for another Christ — a philosophical,
human Christ, one who may teach and inspire
hut has no power to save. Such a contention is
the purveyance of ‘ancther gospel,” a grave
perversion, against which Paul most solemnly
warns {Gal. 1:6-9). Denial of the Virgin Birth is
actually reducing Jesus to the rank of a mere
human personality. It is taking away our Lord”
{p. 4:; emphasis his). He then introduces
another factar:

The Virgin Birth and the Resurrection are the
two indisputable evidences (that) we here have
something unique and supernatural in the
history of humanity. [t is commonly admitted
that the Apostles all believed in and taught the
resurrection of Jesus Christ. But if there was a
stupendous miracle at the close of Christ’s
earthly career, why could there not have been an
equally amazing one at the beginning? And
there was.

Christ, be it noted, was the “Seed of the woman,”
not of the man. By a creative act God broke
through the channel of ordinary human
generation and brought into the world a
supernatural Being. But this should not stagger
che unless he denies the possibility of the
supcrnatural. Such a wonderful life as that
Iived by Christ, having a wonderful exit in the
resurrection and ascension, logically calls for a
wonderful and extraordinary entrance into the
world, which involved the biological miracle of
the Virgin Birth (Chap. 1, p. 4, emphasis his).

Pressing the two concepts — the seed of the
woman” and the “generation” of the humanity of
Christ by the Holy Spirit, Froom continues his
paper of the Virgin Birth. He links them as the
fundamental elements of “the doctrine of Christ”
{Chap. 1, p. 9). He wrote:

The Eternal Son of God entered into the human
race by means of the Virgin Birth, The Holy
Spirit generated within the humanity of Mary
the body of flesh by means of which the Son of
God tabernacled among men (chap 2, p. 9). [Did
the Holy Spirit “generate” the humanity in the womb

of Mary, or did He merely stimulaie the birth process
to which He united Himself?]

Jesus® human nature originated miraculously in
the humanity of His virgin mother by the
creative power of the Holy Spirit (Matt. 1: 18,
20). Jesus was a real man, because He was born
of a woman. And yet He was sinless, because He
was generated by the Holy Ghost. The “power of
the Highest” overshadowed Mary while the Holy
Spirit was creating the humanity which He was
uniting to Himself (chap. 2, p. 11). [IF Jesus was
God (John 1:1) how could He be generated? He
who ever was came 1o be flesh; He emptied
Himself. He fook "upon Him (self) the form of a
slave” (Phil. 2:7). Did the Holy Spitit create a “slave
form™?]

Froom continues:

Genesis 3:15 is the gospel in embryo, the epitome
of all human history, the beginning of all
prophecy and promise. ... Genesis 3:15 foretells
deliverance and a Deliverer. ...

Eve is set forth as the “mother of all living,” and
Adam as the father of all who are destined to die
(Rom. 5; I Cor. 15:22). But Eve was also to be the
mother of all who would live again — through
Christ. Here is the initial hint, in Holy Writ, of
the Virgin Birth. Christ was to be the “Seed” of
the woman, not of a man. Observe the
implication of the term seed of the woman. The
seed is the life element of man’s nature, the
symbol of the continuity of the race. Normally, it
is in the masculine and never in the feminine.
But here we have the seed of the “woman,”
Therefore the birth here indicated implies a
biological miracle,

The promise of a Deliverer, made in the Garden
of Eden to Adam and Eve, consequently
contemplated the birth of the virgin’s Son. The
promised “Seed” was to be the seed of the
“woman” alone — the woman without connection
with a man. Christ was that Son, “made of a
woman (Gal. 4:4) because He had a human
mother but no human father (chap. 1, p. 13;
emphasis his).

[it is frue that Jesus could have no “human” father,
forif so, He would be a mere human being. He was
God manifest in the flesh; but the flesh could be
only that which Mary could provide as o daughter
of Adam. The Roman Church recognized that fact
and promulgated the Dogma of the Immacuiate
Conceptlion of Mary! Froom recognized the same
problem, and has the Holy Spirit “generating” in the



womb of Mary a new “humanity” different and
distinct from the humanity as creaied in the
beginning. The “ladder” does not reach to the
earth - “the dust of the ground.”]

The guestion might be raised, Why cite from this
unpublished manuscript of Froom’'s when it has
no church standing? Here is where the book,
Movement of Destiny, enters the picture. The
book, carried a “Foreword” by the president of
the General Conference, and a "Preface” by the
president of the MNorth American Division, who
also served as Chairman of the Guiding
Committee for the publication of the book.
Froom's position was affirmed in a letter to the
editor of the Evangelical journal, Qur Hope. The
editor, Dr. E. Schuyler English, had contended:

He [Christ] was perfecet in His humanity, but was
none the less God, and His coneeption in His
incarnation was overshadowed by the Holy
Spirit so that He did not partake of the fallen
nature of other men” (p. 469).

Froom replied:

That, we in turn assured him was precisely what
we likewise believe (p. 470).

As we conclude this article and with it the series
on the doctrine of the Incarnation as taught by
the Church, we return to the first article of this
issue of WWN, “Conclusions We Face.”
Answers must be given to the questions which
close the article. Read them again.

CorreECcTION: The last sentence of the 2™
paragraph in column 2 on page 4 of XXXVill - 9{05)
should have read - Thus editorials appearing in the
Review “in no way bind the Church body to an
action, nor do they reflect any particular official
position that a committee has designated (H. E.
Douglass, Lefter fo Editor, dated al Takoma Park, D.
C., Dec. 29, 1971).

“Missionaries” to Australia

For the past several months plus, we have been
receiving in addition to The Remnant Herald and
The Anchor, from Australia, a new publication —
The Australian Missionary Echo. It is edited by a
husband and wife team who note themselves as
“Self Supporting Seventh Day Adventist Mission-
aries.” From the very first issue received we
were intrigued with the self designation as
“Missionaries.” WMlissionaries to whom? Those
enguifed in the secular society which marks
Australia? The Aborigines? Or are they
“missionaries” to Seventh-day Adventists who
have adopted the theology of Desmond Ford?
We think they are reaching out to this latter
group.

The Adventist presence in Australia began with a
group of workers headed by 8. N. Haskell in
1885, who established a base in Melhourne,
Since that time, there has been an exchange of
workers back and forth between MNorth America
and Australia. Elder C, H. Watson served not
only as president in Australia but also of the
General Conference during the difficult years
from 1930 to 1936. Elder William G. Turner,
born in Melbourne, served the Church in
Australia in administrative pesitions, and then
became president of the North American Division
in 1940.

In the current issue of their publication
(June/July 2005} they headline a part of a
sentence from Testimonies, Vol. 8, p. 247 -
“Seventh-day Adventist Church is to be
weighed.” The whole paragraph is quoted with
emphasis by underscoring and color contrast:

In the balances of the sanctuary the Seventh-day
Adventist Church is to be weighed. She will be
Jjudged by the privileges and advantages that she
has had. If her spiritual experience does not
correspond to the advantages that Christ, at
infinite cost, has bestowed on her, if the
blessings conferred have not qualified her to do
the work entrusted to her, on her will be
pronounced the sentence: “Found Wanting.” By
the light bestowed, the opportunities given, will
she be judged.

Then as one pages through the publication he is
stopped by another color headlined question on



page 4 - “Has the Seventh Day Adventist Church
become BABYLON? The answer is given in a
capital red “"No.” The first statement from
Volume 8 was first written in 1903 between the
sessions of the General Conference in Oakland
and Battie Creek. Within the testimony are
direct quotes from “the Heavenly Teacher,” also
calied "our Instructor.” OQOne such is a guestion
asked — "How is the faithful city become an
harlot?” (p. 2560}. This was left untouched, and
unexplained by the missionary editor. If the
warning of being weighed in the balances of the
sanctuary was given one hundred vyears ago,
should there not be some revelation from God as
to the present status? Has the Church grown
steadily more spiritual? Has it been faithful to
the sacred trust committed to it? See 9T:19,
par. 1 &2). If not, what then must the decision
of the sanctuary be? God is not going to give a
warning of judgment and then not give sufficient
evidence as to the decision reached. The
tanguage of 8T:247 is corporate language.
Simply stated, the Seventh-day Adventist
Church was to be weighed corporately,

There are various designations in Scripture as to
how the Church is viewed from a corporate
viewpoint. From the perspective of the Old
Testament, the Church is viewed as a "nation.”
Isaiah wrote, “Open ye the gates, that the
righteous nation which keepeth the truth may
enter in” {26:2). [n the New Testament similar
language is found by which the true Church is
designated. Paul wrote to the Ephesians that at
one point in their experience individually, they
were without Christ, being aliens from the
commonwealth of [srael . . . but now in Christ
Jesus ... are made nigh by the blood of Christ
(2:12-13). “No longer strangers and foreigners,
(they are} now fellow citizens with the saints”
{ver. 19).

Jesus Christ at the same time He was giving
prophetic warning of what would mark the
closing scenes for the Church or nation of
Israel, which had become a “harlot” {GC:382),
He also gave the sign which would mark the
close of probation for corporate entities, the
nations, whether secular or religious {Luke
21:24). [raefvn - “nations” used 4x in verses

24 & 25: translated {KJV) twice "Gentiles” and
twice “nations.”
+4+4+++

In the twenty-first chapter of Luke Christ
foretold what was to come upon Jerusalem,
and with it He connected the scenes which
were to take place in the history of this
world just prior to the coming of the Son of
man in the clouds of heaven with power and
great glory. Mark the words: "Take heed to
yourselves, lest at any time your hearis bhe
overcharged with surfeiting, and drunken-
ness, and the cares of this life, so that day
come upon you unawares. For as a snare
shall it come on all them that dwell on the
face of the whole earth. Watch vye
therefore, and pray always, that ye may be
accounted worthy to escape all these things
that shall come to pass, and to stand before
the Son of man {Letter 20, 1901).
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The humanity of the Son of God is everything to us. It
is the golden chain that binds our souls to Christ, and
through Christ to God. This is to be our study. Christ
was a real man; He gave proof of His humility in
becoming a man. Yet He was God in the flesh. When
we approach this subject, we do well to heed the
words spoken by Christ to Moses at the burning bush,
“Put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place
whereon thou standest is holy ground.” We should
come to this study with the humility of a learner, with
a contrite heart. And this study of the incarnation of
Christ is a fruitful field, which witl repay the searcher
who digs deep for hidden truth.

Selected Messages, bk 1, p. 244

When we want a deep problem to study, let us fix our
minds on the most marvellous thing that ever took
place in heaven or earth - the incarnation of the Son
of Gad. God gave His Son to die for sinful human
beings a death of ignominy and shame. He who was
Commander in the heavenly courts taid aside His royal
robes and kingly crown, and clothing His divinity with
humanity, came 1o this world to stand at the head of
the human race as the pattern-man.

Ms. 76,1903 (7BC:904)



