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tditor's Note: On our recent trip West in September,
the issue of money - tithes and offerings - was
raised in several places. In most instances, indi-
vidusls, aware of the apostasy in the midst of nomi-
nal Adventisa asked in sincerity - "Where shall 1
pay my tithes andfor offerings?" Qthers sought to
raise the money question to discredit the presenta-
tion of historic Adventism. In one place, the first
elder told members of the local Seventh-day Advent-
ist Church that he had a “ten year file on Elder
Grotheer.? This sourded impressive. When con-
fronted, it turned out to be simply that he had re-
ceived the Thought Paper - “Watchman, What of the

Night?" - far ten years! fut based on his "file,"
he asserted that we were there merely to collect
tithes and bleed the pecple of their ameans. What
did he think - that we had some kind of a "Daven-
pert Connection™?
Watchwan Meeting do we even take an offering, such
less solicit funds from anyone. However since the
issue was wade so prominent in recent meetings, we
beiieve that all of ocur readers are entitled to know
where we stand on such a crucial issue as tithes
and offerings. The following presentation was pre-
pared several months age when the same issue was
raised by Lewis Walton in his exchange of corre-
spondence aver the Questionnaire. WNe believe that
its release now can serve an useful purpose in the
light of further questions and baseless insinuations.

—

In the long shadows cast by the Davenport
scandal, the subject of money is not very
apropos. However, there is much that can
be revealed as to real conviction when
money and the work of God coincide. No
one launching a program or a business can
do so without first counting the cost,
and to meet that cost, the question fol-
lows - "Where is the money going to come

The simple truth is that at no
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from?" Jesus Himself stated that no man
"intending to build a tower, sitteth not
down first, and counteth the cost, whether
he have sufficient to f£inish it?" (Luke
14:28)

About twelve years ago, a group of five
men sat down in their first session as
the Board of Directors of the Adventist
Laymen's Foundation. Already the Thought
Paper, "Watchman, What of the Night?" had
been in circulation for four years. The
mailing list was growing. Folk were writ-
ing in - some sending contributions un-
solicited and asking for tax deductible
receipts. To answer these requests was
one of the main reasons why the Foundation
was formed. One of the first items on
the Agenda was how we would relate to the
subject of money - money to operate.
Should we solicit funds through the Thought

Paper? Just how shall the work be under-
written? Though legally formed as a Foun-
dation, there had been no grant, or any

capital for its base. It would have to
be solely dependent on the means provided
by those who received the Thought Paper,
and appreciated its objectives. Should
we in circular letters let the readers
know our needs? These and other questions
were freely discussed. The final decision
- voted as a regular operating policy -
was that at no time under any circumstance
would we solicit funds for the operation
of the Foundation and its outreach.

There have been times when 1, as the Ex-
ecutive Secretary, have been tempted to
go to the Board and suggest - "Let's re-

vise this policy. Perhaps with more funds,
we could move forward more rapidly." But

‘enquirs, emquire yo: relurm, come,

TALK ABOUT MONEY



no, we have rigidly held to this policy
and at no time have we through the Thought
Paper asked for money for the Foundation,
nor have we sent letters to those on the
mailing list soliciting funds. Why?

The discussion on the Board at that first
meeting when formulating this guideline
went something like this: Did we believe
that which we were doing was of the Lord?
The answer was emphatically - "Yes!" Then
it was the Lord's work. Was He not, there-
fore, responsible to see that His work
was sufficiently funded? The answer was
again, "Yes."™ This' being sc, He would
provide through the moving of His Holy
Spirit on human hearts. If we had to "beg"
- and that is what soliciting is - then
we would know that it is of human origin,
and it was not the work we should be doirg.

Soliciting money for religious purposes
is quite revealing. If one appeals to
men, and by so doing receives their sup-
port, then he will wmodulate his messages
S0 as not to cut off the money supply.

In whatever form a message is published
- journal, paper, or folder - if there
is a "begging" for money, you can mark

down that work as of man, dependent on
man, and will lead ultimately to the mark
of the beast, which is really the mark
of a man. See Rev. 13:18. God still owns
the cattle upon a thousand hills; all the
gold and silver are His. He has never
made His work dependent upon man - the
very stones would cry out, if human hearts
- many of them harder than stone - would
not respond to the moving of the Holy
Spirit.

To every one tc whom means has been given,
that individual become a steward of those
means. To the child of God, this becomes
an awesone responsibility. His monies
dare not be used toc support error, but
only truth. Only the Spirit of Truth,
through the Word of God, can tell him
where truth is being proclaimed. Further-
more, his monies to be blessed of Heaven,
can support only that which is of heavenly
origin and planning: in other words, God's
program, not one of human devising, no
matter how seemingly worthy. This takes
faith and the guidance of the Holy Spirit
on the part of all parties - those pro—
claiming truth, believing that God is able
tc provide for that proclamation, and
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faith on the part of the giver that
Holy Spirit can speak to his heart
tell him what is right, and where
means entrusted to his stewardship
to be placed.

I know of individuals who have some money.
I believe that I could go to these persons
and by persuasion obtain from them some
funds to be used in the work of the Foun-

dation. However, if they did respond to
my pleadings, I could only tell them,
"Thank you." I could not bless them.

Only as they gave freely - and that does-
n't mean only liberally, but also free
from pressure - can they receive a bless-
ing from Heaven, if in their giving they
responded to the moving of the Divine:
Spirit. How much better the blessing of
Heaven, than the "mouthings" of men!

There are various human motivations that
have been and are being used to obtain
money. There is the poverty appeal. One
is so poor, yet he is devoting his time
and pittance for the proclamation of his-
toric Adventism - even living on “Food
Stamps” so that the work might go forward
- surely you must give to support that
program.

I am reminded of the time when we first
accepted the Truth - now decades ago -
that a retired minister in whose home the
Sabbath services were conducted each week
assumed as his responsibility the annual
solicitation of the business men in the
small Midwestern town in which we lived.
During the year - on Sabbaths and other
special occasions - this minister would
dress as if coming right out of the most
expensive men's store in town. But in
doing Harvest Ingathering, as it was called
then, he dressed as if in dire poverty
- and he got the money! My mother was
acquainted with some of the business people
and when they found out we had become
Seventh-day Adventists, she would be asked,
"are you unable to pay your preacher ade-
quately?”

Then sometimes the appeal of sensational-
ism is used: The Number 666 is appearing
out of nowhere, and if you are not care-
ful, you are going to be "marked™ without
even realizing it. Just anything to catch
a headline! Sometimes we forget that the
God of Elijah is not in the fire, whirl-
wind, or storm, but in the still small



voice of truth. To proclaim the truth,
pure and unadulterated, is sensational
enough today in the midst of the winds
of apostasy and heresy which are blowing
with gale force.

What is the appeal of heaven? "Ho, every-
one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters,
and he that hath no money; come ye, buy,
eat, yea, come, buy wine and milk without
money and without price.”™ (Isa. 55:1)
He that is thus sustained - with the wine
of pure doctrine, with the milk of the
Word, and who has drunk freely of the
waters of salvation - will respond in deep
heart-felt appreciation whether out of
his poverty, or out of his abundance.
How then can any human motivation be in
any way justified? It cannot. The appeal
to the senses by human devisings, whether
by sensationalism, the cry of poverty,
or ill health, removes the need and oppor-
tunity for the Hely Spirit te move upon
the human heart in either appeal, or a
test. And God is testing us in how we
use our means, even as He is testing us
as to our discernment of truth., Often
these two tests blend into one.

Some folk believe that they can use the
monies entrusted to them as "leverage"
to obtain some desired obijective. T recall
as a pastor in a certain large city, a
member became unhappy with my ministry.
He went to the Conference President and
told him that he was withholding his tithe
until I was removed as pastor of that
church. Fortunately, the Conference
President was one of those rare men who

could not be motivated by pressure. He
told the young man to keep his funds; the
conference did not need such money. A

few years ago, I was invited to a fine
home, and in the course of the conversa-
tion I was informed that they had laid
up a sum of tithe which they did not feel
free to place with the Conference. They
suggested that if I would tone down the
Thought Paper this money would be given
to the Foundation. My answer was a simple
but firm - "No." (This has occurred more
than once since then.) God's message does
not carry a price tag; it cannot be bought
neither is it for sale. Believing what
God has given me to do as Editor of “Watch-
man, What of the Night?" is of Him, I must
remain free to speak His Word, and let
the “chips" fall where they will, so long

as the axe is laid to the root of the tree.
This concept is shared by each member of
the Board of Directors, and they do not
seek to influence my work, nor bind it
about with directives. This leaves me
answerable to God alone to Whom I must
give a final accounting.

Perhaps it would be in order to tell you
how this work began. I was employed in
an educational project in the State of
Mississippi which required driving a 120
mile round trip each day. [At that time,
T had requested, and received a leave of
absence from the ministry.] Due to test-
ing that I had to supervise, sometimes
it was late at night - midnight and after
~ when I would return home. This left
me with little time for my first love -
study, and research. The dark clouds of
apostasy were getting darker and heavier,
and voices of warning were few indeed back
there in 1967. Already the last sign
Jesus had given was in the process of ful-
fillment. I had not perceived this fact
at that time - that came a few years later.
One morning - after one of those nights
of testing in this Adult Learning Pro-
gram - I was returning to the Center in
Yazoo City. My mind was agitated - torn
between what I was doing, and what God
was calling me to do. I pulled over to
the side of the road, and broke down in
crying. It was then that I told the Lord
that if He would find me a job closer to
home so that I would have time to study
and write, I would do it. He did, and
I, by His grace, kept my word - the first
Thought Paper was published, January, 1968,
and has been in continuous publication
since then.

There are alsoc other ways in which indi-
viduals seek to use their entrusted means
to manipulate a work to their own ends.
We were informed earlier this year that
a sizable sum of money was to be given
to the Foundation. It represented a sum
equal to 60% of what the total annual re-
ceipts were for 1982, However, there were
some strings attached. We would be asked
to use the channels of the Foundation to
transfer monies to some of this person's
well-to-do relatives so they could avoid

taxes. The integrity of the Foundation
ig not for sale - the man still has his
money .




when we talk about money, there always
arises the gquestion - what about the tithe?
Where do I pay my tithe? This is not an
easy question, for to answer this guestion

some other guestions must be answered.
What is truth, and where is truth being
proclaimed? We dare not follow the tradi-

tion to which one has been subijected to
over the years. We have been told - "The
Lord has not specified any regular channel
through which means should pass." (EGW,
Spalding and Magan Collection, p. 498,
Letter dated, August 15, 1898) Turning
to the Word of God, we have some specific

instruction: "Bring ye all the tithes
into the storehouse.” (Mal. 3:10) And
here is where the hierarchy would like

the text to stop. They interpret the word
- "storehouse” to mean the Conference via
the local church treasurer. But the text
in Malachi does not stop there - it states
the purpose of the tithe - "that there
may be meat [food] in Mine house." Now
the "house of God" is His church - no
question about that. But what is His
Church - a building? The Bible clearly
states that the Church - His Church - is
to be "the pillar and ground of the truth."
(I Tim. 3:15) Since the food which God
provides is His word, which is truth, He
designs that the tithe be used to support
those who provide truth to His household.
Those who so proclaim truth are called
"faithful and wise servants" who have been
set by God as overseers of "His household

to give them meat [foocd]l in due season.":

(Matt. 24:45) There can be no justifica-
tion in using tithe to support error, and
the spread of apostasy. Those who con-
tinue to so use their tithe will have to
give an accounting in the day of judgment
as to how they used the Lord's means en-
trusted to them.

"All the tithe. . . is the Lord's (Lev.
27:30) It has been defined as the tenth
- "the tenth shall be holy unto the Lord."
(Lev. 27:32) Over this we have no con-
trol, except in its allocation as a stew-
ard. The guidelines specifiy - “I have
given the children of Levi all the tenth
in Israel for an inheritance, for their
service which they serve, even the service
of the tabernacle of the congregation."”
(Numbers 18:21) From the Levite who car-
ried away the ashes of the Altar, to the
High Priest who ministered in the Sanctu-
ary, all were supported by the tithe.
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The tithe was not used for non-Levitical
ministries. In the New Testament, Paul
asks - "Do ye not know that they which
minister about holy things live of the
things of the temple? and they which wait
at the altar are partakers with the altar?”
He then concludes - "Even so hath the Lord
ordained that they which preach the gospel
should live of the gospel.” (I Cor. 9:
13-14) To appropriate the tithe to any
other use, is a misuse of the tithe.

Beyond the tithe, there are offerings.
{See Mal. 3:8) Now what is an offering?
It is something freely given of an unde-
termined amount. This comes back solely
and squarely on the individual with the
entrusted means. It is beyond the tithe,
monies which God recognizes as belonging
to the individual. How then do we deter-
mine an offering? How did God use what
belonged to Him - His Son? Our offerings
reflect what we think of the gift of Jesus.
This is why no man has the right to “"beg”
from you your means. Your appreciation
of Jesus must be determined in communion
with the Holy Spirit alone at the RAltar
of Prayer in the study of the Word. There
at that Altar, both he that is deoing the
work of God, and he whom God gives the
privilege to support that work find their

common fellowship.
#

CONFLICT OF INTEREST

while of the West Coast, I was approached
by a brother who was concerned about the
ministry of Charles Wheeling. He had
called the headquarters of the Alabama-
Mississippi Conference in Montgomery, Ala.
He told me with whom he had talked, and
having had personal contact with him, I
knew that I would need better documenta-
tion than just this telephone conversation.
Being close to Pacific Union College at
the time, I went to the Library and se-
cured a copy of a page from the 1983
Yearbook (p- 254). Sure enough, Charles
E. Wheeling is listed as a member of the Con-
ference Committee, the policy making body
of that Conference. This explained why
Wheeling could not answer the Question-
naire sent to him. While setting himself
forth as an expositor of historic Advent-
ism, he is "walking" in "policy making"
fellowship with those who support the 1980
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Dallas Statements of Belief which is a de-
nial of historic Adventism. This is a
conflict of interests. How can two walk
together lest they be agreed? The officer
of the Conference assured the brother on
the West Coast that Charles Wheeling was
a valued and esteemed member of the Con-
ference Committee. With this conflict of
interest, Brother Wheeling can only urge
the "awakening virgins" to go to them that
sell to obtain their o0il for their flick-
ering lamps. You can read the results
of such action in Matthew 2%5:1-13,

“LAY BIBLE MINISTRY”

This is the title of one of the front page
articles appearing in the July issue of
BC Adventist Highlights. "BC Adventist
Highlights is issued to bring news, plans,
schedules, and opinions to the attention
of the Adventist Church in British Colum-
bia" {Canada}. In the article the ques-—-
tion is asked - "What does a person have
to do to become a Lay Bible Minister and
hold credentials for this position?" There
are seven points listed, but #3 holds the
key as to the theology the Lay Bible Mini-
ster must espouse, and the kind of doc-
trine the prospective member of the neo-
Adventist Church will be taught. It reads:
“"Believe and practice the 27 major doc-
trinal beliefs as stressed at the last
General Conference in Dallas.™

The author of this news article stresses
-~ "With all my heart, I believe that this
is God's plan." Let us be absolutely hon-
est - while a person's heart way believe
that something is truly God's plan, God's
plan does not include an affirmation to
apostasy, nor does it commit a person to
teach heresy.

This program raises several questions.
What if a person decides to give Bible
studies, but gives the Bible studies ac-
cording to the fundamentals of historic
Adventism? Will those who accept the
Truth under such a presentation be ac-
cepted into the Church:; because if so in-
structed, such a convert to Truth will
not be able to agree with the 1980 State-
ments o©of Belief? Perhaps the desire of

local pastors for “numbers" to report will
mute this question somewhat. But what
conflicts will the '"new" member find as
he or she comes in contact with the theology
of the pastor, and the concepts expressed
in the Sabbath Schocl lessons? Then on
the other hand, if such a person is not
accepted into the neo-Adventist Church,
to where shall he or she be taken? This
guestion must be addressed by all who in
sincerity hold to the faith committed to
our trust in the beginning of the Advent
Movement, and magnified in the 1888 Mes-
sage of Righteousness by Faith, and re-
newed in the 1950 Call to Denominaticn-
al Repentance. Perhaps it is time that
we give gserious consideraticon to what con-
stitutes the "cry" at midnight which in
the parable-prophecy awakens the sleeping
virgins. See Matt., 25:6.

TITHE DE-SANCTIFICATION

In the same issue of BC BAdventist High-
lights, another front page article was
captioned - "Your Tithe Dollar." A diagram
indicated the breakdown reflecting the
British Columbia Conference allocations.

You will notice that 10% is assigned as
"Tithe Exchange." This is the process
by which a conference de-sanctifies their
tithe dollars, and receives back in ex-
change non-tithe funds. The article ex-
plained - “The funds used for Tithe Ex-
change are amounts that are exchanged
through the General Conference wherein
such tithe dollars are used in mission
work and an equal amount of non-tithe dollars
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is exchanged or returned to the BC Confer-
ence . " This raises a very interesting
guestion. If each conference in the North
American Division seeks to de-sanctify
10% of their tithes, this would amount
to a very large sum of money to be sent
back from the General Conference as non-
tithe funds. WwWhere does the General Con-
ference obtain such a large amount of non-
tithe monies? Does this money come from
Ingathering funds? QOr are there other
large supplies of capital unknown to the
laity?

You will also observe that 4% is listed
as "Administration Expense.” This is ex-
plained as costs "for such items as tele-
phone, postage, general printing, insurance,
equipment, maintenance and repairs." (p.
3 Some of these items fail to gualify
to be paid for from the tithe. In the
sanctuary service, Moses was instructed
"to command the children of Israel, that
they bring thee pure olive o0il beaten for
the light, to cause the lamp to burn al-
ways." (Ex. 27:20) Besides this specific
command, there was the half shekel atone-
ment money which was appointed "for the
service of the tabernacle of the congre-
gation.™ (Ex. 30:13-16) This was an of-
fering, not tithe. Perhaps, if we fol-
lowed more closely the “"way of God" in
the sanctuary, we would not need to engage
in tithe de-sanctification, or use the
sacred tithe for expenditures which fail
to come under the category of proper tithe
uses. But when we seek to maite our sanc—
tuary teaching in the doctrinal area, we
find it an easy matter to alter the other
lessons that God placed there for us.
Such guilt is not alone shared by those
who so use the tithe, but also by those
who continue to support such a program
by their tithe.

"Only Elijahs
sage" — $52.00

Can Give the Elijah Mes-

"Issues Facing Seventh-day Adventists® - §2.
(Add 50¢ for postage)

The second tape presents issues arising
from cur church history, the "messenger“
office given Ellen G. White, and squarely
confronts the challenge of the so-called
"Deliverance Ministry."

[MPRESSIONS FROM THE ANNUAL
FELLOWSHIP MEETING

Daniel Werezuk

Wwhen I made the decision to leave Canada
and my closely knit family, and head for
Arkansas, I claimed the promise of Jesus
in Mark 10:25-30:

*verily I say unto you, there is no man
that hath left house, or brethren, or
sisters, or father, or wother, or wife,
or children, or lands, for My sake, and
the gospel's, but he shall receive an hun-
dredfold now in this time, houses, and
brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and
children, and lands, with persecutions;
and in the world to come, eternal life.™

Somehow, though, I just couldn't believe
that I could ever again experience the
closeness and the caring that I had left

behind. During my three years as an Ad-
ventist, I had attended all the SDA camp-
meetings in my home area; but somehow,

the pioneering attitude of Jlearning and
fellowship I had read so much about, with
the Holy Spirit walking about the camp-
grounds, was never really realized.

Imagine my surprise during six short days
I spent at the Annual Fellowship at Pine-
crest Camp. To be able to walk up to a
total stranger, and within minutes be
hearing and sharing deep, spiritual thoughts
and experiences, was to me, a joYy long over-
due. How many brother, sisters, mothers
and fathers I received, 1 falled to keep
account of .. .

It was also wmade evident by the sermons
shared that the Holy Spirit was also pres-
ent. The unity of all the messages brought
forth lessons such as the importance of
establishing and being able to prove our
beliefs from the Bible and the Bible only;
the danger of not studying out for our-
selves the things we hear; the danger of
trusting in any man; the great responsi-
bilities we now bear to the SDA organiza-
tion, and to those in the world who will
hear; and the importance of Christ's life
2s our example in all things. The apos-—
tasy of the hierarchy was made so evident
and simple that everycne clearly under-
stood the crisis now being faced.

Many tears were shed during the Sabbath
afternoon Communion Service, as thoughts




of returning to a bleak, loveless world,
and thoughts of parting company, maybe
never to meet on this Earth again, filled
many hearts with loving sadness. only
the remembrance of our divine commission
and of the work to be done, comforted us,
as did the promise of eternal fellowship
with Christ, a fellowship that will never

end. Enfeebled and defective as it may
seem, the church of Christ, His body of
true believers, with Him as its head,

rests in the promise of His soon return,
with the assurance that it shall indeed
go through.

Michael Dadensky

I was very gratéful to be at the Annual
Fellowship this year. I was able to meet
many people who stand for historic Ad-
ventism. There was a friendly spirit of
fellowship and devotion in the camp. From
many parts of the United States people
came, as well as some from Canada.

To discern present duty in the face of
apostasy, and to discern truth from error
was the burden of the speakers. In all
that was done and said, it was realized
that we need a much deeper experience with
God than we have now attained. To read
about Daniel is one thing, but to be like
him is a different matter. May God help
us to be settled in His truth that we like
Daniel may have the courage to stand for
that truth as individuals and as people.
The fellowship helped me to see that we
mist not allow man to stop us from wor-
shipping God in Spirit and in Truth.

CIA anp VATICAN POLICY

Church and State in its September, 1983
issue tells about an year-long investiga-
tion financed in part by the Mother Jones
Investigative Fund. The cover story writ-
ten by Martin A. Lee, the investigator,
in the July issue of the Mother Jones
magazine noted the following findings:

1)

“The CIA supported factions within the

Catholic Church that were instrumental
in promoting and electing the current pope.
John Paul II, whose Polish nationalism
and anti-Communist credentials, they
thought, would make him a perfect vehicle
for U.S. foreign policy."

2y "rhe CIA hired undercover agents to
lobby the Vatican government and spy on
liberal churchmen on the pope’s staff who
challenged the political assumptions of
the United States."

3) "aAbout 1,000 prominent American Catho-
lics, including CIA director William Casey
and former Secretary of Defense Alexander
Haig, are members of a legendary Vatican
order called the Sovereign Military Order
of Malta that informally influences Vatican
policy. Though the list of members is
supposed to be secret, Mother Jones revealted
familiar names like Lee Iacocca of Chry-
sler; Reobert Abplanalp, aerosol tycoon
and Nixon confidant; Barrcon Hilton of the
Hotel chain; John Volpe, former U.5. am-
bassador to Italy; William Simon, who
served as both treasury secretary and
energy czar in the 1970s; William Buckley,
a former CIA operative and editor of the
National Review; and his brother, James
Buckley, a former U.S5. Senator from HNew
York and now undersecretary of state for
security assistance."

"Mother Jones concluded its report with
the observation that the CIA is revising
its vatican strategy: instead of using
the church to promote American peolicy,
it is encouraging internal conflict be-
tween progressive and reactionary elements
to make the church ineffectual on politi-
cal issues that might negatively affect
American policy." (Church and State,
September, 1983, p. 20)

#
ERRATUM

We discovered belatedly that the rubber
stamp which was used to designate the cas-
sette tape "The Nadir of the Condescen—
sion" - was badly misspelled. The company
which made the stamp is correcting their
error. The new stamp will mark all future
orders.
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