““Watchman,
whit of He W? 4 A NATIONAL
SUNDAY LAW

PAST? PRESENT? FUTURE?

“BEHOLD, THE BRIDEGROOM!
Come out to meet Him.”

an 25 8 ASW)

(Part Three)

There is not a single Sunday Closing Law on the
statute books of the various states of the United
States of America with which one observing the
Sabbath would be troubled unless there are some
remnants of the Puritan Blue Laws remaining from
the Colonial Period. Even if the present Sunday
Closing laws shouid be rigidly enforced, one who
would make adequate use of the preparation day
would find no trouble living through till Monday.
In other words, the current Sunday Closing Law
agitation in Puerto Rico is not the enforcement
of an oppressive law against those who desire to
observe the Sabbath of the Ten Commandments. To
exploit the issue whether its being agitated in
Puerto Rico, or elsewhere, as a means of solici-
ting for personal promotion, is as questionable
as the Sunday laws.

As to whether the attempt to enforce an anti-
quated Sunday Closing Law in Puerto Rico is5 a
harbinger of things to come remains to be seen.
José A. Fusté, Judge of the U.S. District Court
has refused to stay his ban on the enforcement of
the Closing law while the Commonwealth appeals
his decision to the 1st U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals. If the case should go to the Supreme
Court, it must be remembered that, that Court in
1961 approved Sunday Tlaws which were on the
statute books of both Maryland and Pennsylvania.
(See Bible Students' Source Book, Commentary
Series, articles #1669 & #16/0}) The process of
appeal should be closely watched.

The San Juan Star reported that the Speaker of
the Commonwealth's House of Representatives has
altered his position and is now favoring a refer-
endum. {Feb. 23, 1989) If this approach is used
in seeking a settiement that has stirred Puerto
Rico, then a very favorable opportunity presents
itself for witnessing to the truth., We have been
~advised that "we should seize upon circumstances
as instruments by which to work." {(Ministry of
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Healing, p. 500) Much time and many pre-
cious opportunities have already been lost by
praostituting the issue for personal ends.

In suggesting what can be done, we speak from
personal experience of meeting "head-on" a
Sunday referendum. At mid-century two non-
related events combined to electrify the city
of Toronto, Ontario. The referendum over the
Lord's Day Act of Canada produced "the
largest vote in the city's history" for the
1950 civic elections. (The Globe and Mail,
Jan. 3, 1950, p. 1) Two months prior to the
election, Philip Carrington, Anglican Arch-
bishop of Quebec, at a service in Toronto
commemorating the 400th anniversary of the
Church of England prayer book, remarked that
"'the Bible commandment says on the seventh
day thou shalt rest. That is Saturday. No-
where in the Bible is it laid down that wor-
ship should be done on Sunday.' Tradition,
he said, made it a day of worship." (Toronto

Daily Star, Oct. 26, 1949, p. 3} This state-

ment combined with the agitation over the up-
coming referendum to liberalize the Canadian
Lord’'s Day Act so as to permit Sunday sports
from 1 to 6 p.m., opened the door tc an
opportunity to seize upon circumstances to
proclaim truth. (See p. 3 for full article as
it appeared in the Star. Alsg it has been
copied into the Bible Students' Source Book,
op. cit., art. #T605)

In consultation with the Board of Elders of
the First Church, we decided to move to the
forefront of the issue even though this was
not the usual Sunday closing law, but rather
an attempt to open up Sunday that was tightly
closed. We also recognized that it would
appear that we were allied with the commer-
cial sports interests, as well as other less
desirable elements who wished to take advan-
tage of a more open Sunday. We believed that
this could be offset by making this strictly
a religious issue. It was decided to offer
$1,000 for a Bible text commanding the ob-
servance of Sunday; however,we would seek to
address the issue of the observance of Sunday
in honor of the resurrection.

On Sabbath morning when the plan was pre-
sented to the church, the response was enthu-
siastic. I asked the congregation if they
were willing to put their money in what was
their belief. In tess than three minutes
they committed themselves to over $2,000.
There was no doubt in their minds, it would
be returned to them without loss.

One of the brothers of the Church had a Jew-
ish solicitor who freely drew up the offer so

as to meet the legal requirements of the
Province of Ontario. The money committed
had been made quickly available and we set

up a trust fund in the Canadian Bank of
Commerce. We drew a certified check from
the fund, and published the same 1in the

metropolitan newspapers. (See copy, p. 4)
This brought an immediate response both with
news items 1in the three Toronto daily's, as
well as telephone calls. (See page 4, for
the news item in the Globe)

The interest became so great that the Con-
ference assigned Elder 0. B. Gerhart to come
to Toronto to assist in personal follow-up
contacts, Elder Gerhart at the time was the
field representative of the Conference Bible
correspondence school. Elder 0. J. Ritz,
pastor of the Montreal church also came to
assist until the pressure was eased. The
church parsonage was temporarily turned into a
"motel." My wife got little done except an-
swer the telephone and care for immediate
needs.

Besides the published offer, we had begun a
series of Sunday night Bible Lectures which
were scheduled to end just before the time
of the election. The first one was held in
the sanctuary of the Church, but it was evi-
dent that we could not accommodate the
interest. The lectures were transferred to
the Canadian Legion Auditorium which was
located in the heart of the city. We did not
seek to camouflage our subjects as is fre-
quently done in evangelism. The discussion
of the Sabbath question was forthright. See
page o for sample of advertising.} Simulta-
neously, we also ran a series of brief
studies in the newspapers which paralled the
lectures on Sunday night. {See pages 5 & 6)

The religious advertising was heavy in the
Saturday editions of the metropolitan papers
for December 17, 1949, The churches were
urging the electorate to vote - "No" - on
the issue of freeing Toronto from the re-
strictive Llord's Day Act of Canada. But
among the three full pages of advertising
was our announcement of the final lecture.
It read - "Why Christians Should Vote 'Yes'"
(See p. 6) As I unlocked the door on ocur
return from the Tecture, the telephone was
ringing. The editor of the city desk for
The_Globe and Mail was calling to ask me to
summarize what I had said at the Auditorium.
What 1 said along with the observaticns by
an Anglican and United Church minister were
published the next day. (See page 7) This
was picked up by the Canadian Press and

To Page 3, col. !
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CLERGY SAY TRADITIO
NOT BIBLE ORDINANCE

DECLARED SUNDAY HOLY

flashed across Canada. We received clippings
from major city newspapers in Western Canada.
One never knows how far reaching will be the
witness until he seizes upon the circumstance
which presents itself.

The vote of the electorate favored the
opening up of Sunday for commercial sports.
The Globe and Mail noted "Gauged by the
opposition the Sunday question met during
pre-election campaigns, the result of the
nlebiscite could only be classed as an
upset." (Jan. 3, 1950, p. 1} Of course the
Jewish population and the Adventists re-
ceived the blame for the results of the vote.
Actually the referendum was to ask the Mayor
and City Council to seek legislation from the
Ontario government which would exempt the city
from certain restrictions of the Lord's Day
Act. This opened a broader field for a wit-
ness to the true Sabbath.

Reaction

We received reaction to this forthright pre-
sentation of the Sabbath both from within the
Church and from other religious groups in the
city of Toronto. The latter was expected but
not the former.

In Oshawa, Ontario, is located not only the
local and Union Conference offices, but also
the publishing house and college for Eastern
Canada. The press not only published liter-
ture for the Church, but also did commerical
printing, which included some business ac-
counts in the city of Toronto. Other busi-
ness contacts in the city were prime donors
for the annual soliciting campaign known then
as "Harvest Ingathering." The result was
pressure was brought to bear on the confer-
ence president, Elder G. Eric Jones, to stop
the program of the First Church over the
Sunday issue Tlest these commercial accounts

and Ingathering donations be placed in jeop-
ardy.

To page 4, col, 1

Sunday is kept holy by Christians, not because there is anyj
Scriptural injunction but because there are religious traditions
associated with that day among Christians, Protestant and Catholic
spokesmen said today. They were commenting on a statement of}
Most Rev. Philip Carrington, Anglican Archbishop of Quebec, that

there is no commandment which states Sunday must be kept holy.

Rabbi's Recollections

A rabbi recalied that the first
Christians were Jews and celebrat-
ed the Sabbath on the last duy of
the week and it was not until the
reign of the Empercr Constantine
that the day was changed by
Christians.

At a service commemorating the
400th anniversary of the Church of
England prayer book, Archbishap
Carrington recalled that “the Bible
commandment says on the seventh
day thou =halt rest. That is Satur-
day. Nowhere in the Bible is it
laid down that worship should be
done on Sunday.” Tradition, he
said, had made it a day of worship.

A spokesman for St. Augusiine’s,
the Roman Catholic seminary for
the diocese of Toronto, said: “Striet-
1y speaking, that archbishop is cor-
rect. There is no scriplural rule
for the observance of Sunday. Bul
he doesn't ga far enough.

Evidence in the Bible

*In the Bible, there is evidence
thet Christ established a church, to
earry on his work., He gave that
Chutch authority to carry nut God's
rule an earth. Because the resur-
rection coccurred on Sunday, and
because of the general acceplange
today of Sunday as a day of rest,
it's fitting that now Sunday should
be chserved instead of Saturday, as
under the old rule”

The Church has a specific chureh
commandment stating Sunday
should be chserved.

Protestants observed Sunday be-
cause for many centuries they had
been part of the Roman Catholic
Church, and had observed the
church commandment, he said,

“There is no specific command In
{he New Testament about which
day shali be kept holy.” said Rev.
G, H. Dowker of Grace Church-on-
the-Hill. “The simple fact is, we
keep holy the first day of the week
because it was Lhe day of the resur-
reétion of Christ”

- Norkheote Burke of Christ
church, Deer Park, said he thought
the archbishop used the statement
merely io illustrale church tradi-
tion. “Certainly the tradition of
the Sabbath has always been {0 keep
the Lord’s day on the first day of
the week. The early Christians
used it because it was the day Christ
arpse again.”

Jesuit Gives His View

“Our Lord rose trom the dead on
the first day of the week,” said
Father Hourigan of the Jesuit Semi-
nary. “That is why the church
changed the day of obligalion from
the seventh day to the first day of
the week. The Anglicans and other
Protestant denominations retained
that {radition when the Reforma-
tion came along”

Rabbi David Monson, of Beth

Sholom synagogue, said the change
was made because of Emperar Con-
stantine. “He changed the Chris-
tian Sabbath to Sunday,”" he said.
“The original Christians were all
Jews. They celebrated the Sabbath
on Saturday.”

Rev. W. H. Graiheer of First
Seventh Day Adventisis church,
Awde St., sald he agreed with Arch-
bishop Carrington's statement. He
explained Adventists still observe
Saturday as the-sabbath, in harmony
with 'the fourth cammandment which
says "Six days shalt thou labor but
the seventh day is the Sabbath.”
Mr, Grolheer recalled ‘“Jesus rose
an the first day (of the week) ac-
cording to Mark 169 and in Luke
23.56 it definitely states the day
betore the resurreciion is the Sab-
bath according 1o the fourth com-
mandment.”

Rev. Herbert Delaney, speaking
for the chancery of the Roman
Calholic diocese of Torento, agreed
that under the old rule of the
Scriptures, the Sabbath was the holy
day. But he said Sunday was ob-
served under a specific command-
ment of the Church, after the com-
ing of Christ, in an interpretation
of the original commandment.

Father Delaney said the reason
for the change from Saturday tso
Sundsy under the new rules was
that Christ had risen on Sunday.

Not Onty Tradition

Dr. E. Crossley Hunter of Trinity
United church said the explanation
lies not only in tradition, but also
in records of the New Testament.
“Agaln and again in the New Testa-
ment we find reference to the Lord's
day as the first day of the week
whereas in the Qld Testament it
refers to the seventh day,” he said.
“However. the archbhishop is quite
right in the literal meaning of the
commandment.”

How all this might affect the de-
bate in Toronto on the open or
closed Sundey could not easily be
delermined. Dr, George Webber,
of the Lord's Day Alliance. was out
of town and Con, Leslie Saunders.
one of the stauchest supporters of
the closed Sunday, was also away.

One minister remarked: “We've
become s0 accustomed to keeping
Sunday as cur holy day that it isn't
likely this belated discovery is go-
ing 1o change our attitude over-
night. Certainly not in Toronto.”
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Elder Jones, one of the most understanding
administrators with whom I ever worked, sug-
gested that we place in the metropolitan
papers a statement clearly defining our posi-
tion in the "open" Sunday referendum. This
we did. (See p. 7) This seemingly mollified
the opposition originating from Oshawa al-
though a few local members continued to com-
plain about what was going to happen to their
Ingathering donations the next year.

Only one person came before the Reward Com-
mittee to present a text for a claim of the
$1,000. The text upon which he based his
claim was Psalm 118:24, which though in a
Messianic context has no bearing on the Sab-
bath question. The Dean of the Central Bap-
tist Seminary responded to the offer in a
letter. He wrote:

1 see by the papers that you are offering a thousand
dollars reward, Why do you not offer it for what you
use to offer it, namely, to disprove your contention
that Constantine changed the Sabbath? If you offer it

for that, I will take you up, or have you backed down on
this,

To this we replied:

In regard to your letter of December the 7th, let me
State first that the official position of the church re-
lative to Constantine has always been that he made the
first civil Sunday law, This is in keeping with the

statement found in Schaff's Church History, third

Rewsrd -of $1,000 for anyone who
can show from the Bible that Sun-
day is the holy day In honor of the
Resurrection was offered by the
Seventh Day Adventist Church
board here yes{erday.

“The official offer reads as fol-
lows:

“The undersigned offer to pay a
total of §1000 to any perzon or
persons who can show from the
Bible alone (King James Verszion)
| & single text where Christ or His
Apostles specifically commanded the
observance of the first day of the
week (Sunday) in honor of His
' Resurrection.” {Signed) W, H. Gro~
,theer, B.A.: E. A, Crawford, M.D.;
"Monte W Myers.

Proof is to be presented in writ-
ing any Wednesday evening, from
T to 8 pm., untii the offer ex.
| plues Jan. 15, o

Offer $1,000 for Bible Text
\Proving Sunday Is Holy Day

“The isgue i that if Sunday Is
not the heoly day for Christians
there is no more reason for them to
oppose sports on Sundsy than there
is for them to vote legialation to
stop sports -on Wedneaday” said
Mr. Grotheer, chalrman of the
commitiee,

Seven Day Adventists cbserve the
seventh day of the week, Saturday,
g thelr Sabbath, In harmony, they
oy, with the fourth commandment.

“We do not want a law which
would compel men to worship on
Saturday. We maintain that al]
men should be ahle to worship, ar
not to worshlp God, according o
the dictates of their consciences,

“For this reason we are voting

yes In the coming referendum to
hasten the duy when blue laws ghall
no longer bind freedom which the
Cross of Christ granted to all men—
freedom of cholce” zaid Mr. Gro-
theer,

period. par. 75, p. 379 ff_, where he states, "Constan-
tine is the founder, in part at least, of the civil
observance of Sunday by which alone the religious ob-
sarvance of the church could be made universeal and
could be properly secured,”

At no time, to my knowledge, has an official of tha
Seventh-day Adventist Church ever offered one thousand
dollars to anyone who could prove that Constantine did

To page 5, col, 1



SATURDAY
SUNDAY?

WHICH IS THE CHRISTIAN SABBATH?
Which is the “Lord’s Day?’ s the Lord’s
Day Act correct in fact according to the
Bible?
This is the second in the series on the “Open
Sunday”’ Question! These lectures are design-

ed for those who desire the Bible in the place
of tradition. Come, bring your Bible.

To better accommo-
date the large crowds
who heard the first
lecture we will give
the next lecture in

The Ganadian
Legion

Auditorium

22 COLLEGE ST.
7 p.m.

Sunday, Nov. 13

— All Welcome —

W. H. GROTHEER, P.A,

Bible Lecturer

not change the Sabbath,
cannot be changed by any man,
change "times and laws"., {(Dan. 7;25)

In fact, Mr. Brown, the Sabbath
Man can only think to

Our offer is in keeping with the spirit of Father En-
right's offer which first appeared in 1899, All
similar offers since that time, by Father Enright him-
self, again in 1905, the Church of God, and ministers of
the Seventh-day Adventist Church have been in a similar
vein. Our offer this time is to get the issue down to
the basic fact - "Is there a specific command by Jesus,
or His Apostles, setting aside the first day of the week
as a holy day, in honor of the resurrection?” To this

To page 6, col. 1

SUNDAY

'WORSHIP

Q-—Agninsl what must all dnc-
trine be checked?

A—To (he LAW and te (he

TEBTIMONY: If they speak NOT

ACCORDING T0O THIE WORD,
it is becanse lhera 12 me llthl in
them Ren. B:28.

Q—Did Fesus glve specific injune-
tions concerning ihings which had
not been previously commanded?

A—Yes. He commanded bap-
tiam: "Ge ye ' therefore, and
teach all wmaliens, BAPTIZING
them.” Mati. 28:15. He com-~
manded the communion service.

“This PO In remembrance of

Me." Luke 22:19. He rommend-
ed feel washing: 1 bave given
fou  an  example, that ¥YE
EHOULD DO ss 1 have l.le s
you" John 12:18,

Q—Did Jerus glve » apecilic com-
mand Inr Bunday worship? -

A—There Is NONE In ihe Blble!

NOTE: Since Christ did give
apecific cnmmands roncerning
Christinn practiscs, s fL therefore
unreasganble In ask Jor a Hible
L fred day from thoss
ho are nrofessing to follow o plain
“Thus saith the Lord™}

q-—if Sunday ohpervance 1a not
commanded by Jesus, on  whose
authority doen it rest?

A—The nolhorily of man.

G—How doer God lnok upon
worship hlsed on the command-
menis of men

A—"I» VAIN DO THEY WOH-
SHIP ME, teaching far decirines
the eommundments of men”
Mait. 159,

Q——Umﬁ whom 1s a blouln. pro-
nounced?

A—Blessed ure (hey thai DD
HI8 COMMANDMENTS. that
they may have right io the tree
of life, and may enter Into the
gates Into the city.,” Rev, 22:14.

Q—-Whal duv wlll ba observed in
the New Earih

A—The Rabhaih day—See lan.
$8:23-23.

NOTE: If In the mewn earth, all
flesh il worship on the Sabbath
Day, ix 4t not advisable for Chria-
tianx tn establish heavenly customs,
ax they lHve ar strongers and pil-
prims here belows? Heb. 11: 13, Lei
us enter into the chaervance of that
Doy which Christ created, gove in
the Law, and observed 1while on
edrth, even the Tith day Sahbath,

Yeu .l'l Invh.‘ e warship W SPIRIT
d in TRUTH with the

Seventh-Day Adventist Church

3 Awde St., Teronte
Eoch Sebbalh {Iaturday)
af vhe howr of wvorship—11 om, -
hdd ." “'. &

Mr. W. H. Grothesr

18

—
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THE LORD'S DAY

G@—Ia the first day of the week
{Sunday) ever catled the Lamd's-
Day In the New Testament? k

A—Not one verss ean e found.
Q—Is the expression “Lord's Day*
found in the Bible?
A—Yes—In Rev, 1:18, “I was In
the Spirit on the Lerd's Day.” -
e
Dgr ?:hts;:ed;:{bll’:?called the Lurg;
A ~*The Son of Man isa Lard
also of the SABBATH.” Mark
2:28, “If thou iturn away thy
foot from the SABBATH, irs
doing thy pleasure an MY HOL
DAY." Isa, 58:13,
NOTE: The Lord claima tha Sab-
bath. the 7th day as HIS doy, not

ihe Jirst day, therefore the Sabbath,
Saturday, is the Lord's Daoy.

Q—Whera did Sundsy worshi

. SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST Toategigs—r. ] |

WHY CHRISTIANS
SHOULD VOTE

“YES”

ariginate? - -

- A—"The firsi day of the week,
Sunday, was consecrated _ig
Mithra (The SUN-God) . since
times remole.” A. Pulvg, 0 MIT. '
RAISMO »p & : S

Q--Where did the expression
“Lard's Day™, as applied to Sunday,

Did Jesus ever call upon the Roman Law to enforce
His understanding of True Religion? Did Jesus Die
to force men's conscience or to assure them of the
Freedom of Choice? What does it mean to be a
Christian? s Sunday sacred?

first originate? )

A--"Because the aun was ged,
ibe Loxd par excellence, Sunday
came {0 be called the Lord’s day,
ay was later dome by Christian-
iy A . Palva, O MITRAISMO

b 3 : ! :

“As a solar festival, Sunday
was the sacred day of Mithrs and
it fa inieresting to motlcs that
since Miithra was nddressed’ as

Pominus, Lord, Sundsy must

~hava beets the Lords day leny

before Christlan times” Arthor

Welgall, The Paganism in Qur |

Christianity, p. M5, o

NOTE: The expression "Lord's

D&y, when applied to Sunday, i

of pagan origin. Nowhers jin the

Bible ts this expression used to

refer to the !in: day of the tweek.

The Bible "Lord's Day™ iz the

:emmlh day of the wesk, on Satur-

ay.

You wre invited to worship In SPIRIT
and in TRUTH with the
FIRST SEYENTH-DAY -
ADVENTIST CHURCH
3 Awde Street, Toronte

§ THE TELEGRAM, MONDAY, DECEMEBER 18, 1949.-

His Resurrection.

8. The deeisi st the C

Sunday, December 18, 7 p.m.'

CANADIAN LEGION AUD.

22 College St.

W. K. GROTHEER, B.A.
Bible Lecturey

$1,000 REWARD

The undersigned offsr (o pay n toial reward of §1.000.00 to wny person or persons whoe can
shew Irom the Bible alone (Elng Jamass Version), s single text where Christ or His Apostles
specifically commanded the ebservance of the first day of the week (Sunday) In honour of

* Beventh-Day Adventist Beward Commitice, per:—

W. H. GROTHEER, B.A.
L] .+ E. A. CRAWFOED, M.D.
MONTE W. MYERS.
CONDITIONS:

L. Proof masl be mersonally presented in writing ta the Commlites during the hour of T to B pam. an Wed-
wesdays. on or befors Janwary 13, 1958, a4 3 Awde Bi., Terenis. Fhene GL. 8487,

8. The Commiiiee reserven the righi te sppertlon Lhy reward amonpst sns or mare soccessful claimants.

Addresz all inquirles te
Mr. W. H. GROTHEER

we say, there is none. Can you prove otherwise?

Another very interesting reaction was found
in the "Personal” column of the Telegram on
November 18, 1949. (Keep in mind that the
Sunday night lectures were transferred to the
Canadian Legion Auditorium on 22 College St.,
November 13th.) The "personal” message read
- "Joe, you cannot change your mind after you
commit suicide. Try finding God first. Meet
Him Sunday evening, Legion Hall, 22 College
St. Betty." Here is a clear indication that
one can present doctrinal truth, yes, even
the Sabbath, in such a way that the Spirit of

shall bs timal.

God can take possession of the message and
souls can be convicted of the hope that is
in Jesus Christ.

One small negative editorial appeared in the

Telegram directed at the Reward Offer. It
read:

Not Germane

Dogmatic challenges as to the scriptural accuracy of
observing Sunday as the Sabbath are foreign to the
issue in the commercialized Sunday sports question.
The belief of minorities who hold that this is not a

To page 7, col. 2




MAIL, J2NDAY, DECEMEER 19, 1848, 3

a
Z

<t
[+
o
L]

)

Three Clergymen
Take Three Views
Of Sunday Sport

Thres clergymen went io their
pulpits yesterday to address a
sermon to their people on Sunday
sport. One was for Sunday aport,
one agalinat, and the third ealled
for a tolerant view.

W. H. Grotheer, minister of the
First Seventh-Day Adventista'
Church 1n Toronto, spoke af the
Canadian Legion's College St.
Auvditorium. '

He sxid: "“No laws or regulations
Ihave anything to do with Christian-
ily. God does not come under the
Acts of Parliament.

“Nowhere lo the Bible iz there
Any suggestion that Sunday 13 God's
day. And there is no reason why any
1mare prohibitions sheuid apply to
'Sunday as to any other day.”

He is one of three men who
have offered a §1,000 reward to
anyone whoe can find a Bible text
saying Sunday is the day specially
set aside for worship. He said last
night no one had tried to win the
reward.

The Rev. J. E. Ball, minister of
the Danforth United Church, told
his people thet there was ho
_objection to Sunday sport, but there

was very strong objection to com-|

mervizlized Sunday sport,

"Commercialized sport on Sun-
day would mean people have 1o!
work,” he said, “and the one aim
of the Lord's Day Alliance Act is
to prevent all except essential ser-
vices men working on Sunday,
"The aim 1s to have one free day
when families could be together.
Commercialized sport on Sundays
would prevent many families from
being logether

The Reyv, Northcote Buorke, tector
of the Anglican Christ Church,
Deer Park, said to his congrega-
tion: “Let's be sane about Sunday.”

He said it was svery man's choice
to do what he liked on Sunday

provided he saw to his rellgious

abservance, '

. He sald people did not want te
have blue laws, but they did not
want to have a highly commer-
cialize@ Sunday.

He called for pedple 1o make
more effort to amuse themselves
rather than to look for ready-made
enterfainment.

And to throw out m matter of |

thought te his people, he gquoted
“the French phllosopher Voltaire, a
definite atheist, who said: "If you
would destroy Christianity, you
must first destroy Sunday”

TORONTO DATILY STAR: Thurs, Dec, 15, 1949 |

THE POSITION OF SEVENTH-DAY
ADVENTISTS IN THE “OPEN” SUNDAY
‘ REFERENDUM! '

Since its srganizatien, the Sevenih-Day Adventist Church has stosd sirongly and frmly
for the principle ef religtous liberty. It disapproves of the stats enagting legislation whick weunld
sesk to control ihe cundusi of & mam in respect ts his wership of God.. We have never azked,
ner da we want s civil law whish would compel men ta worship on Saturday, the day wa
sbsorve acoording ite ihe Feurth Commandment. Ex 20:8-11. We mainiaim thsi afl mas
should be able te worship or not te worship Ged acoording te the dictates of their conselonce.
For this REASON, and not the lsme of sperts, tha members of the ehureh are nrged is vote “Yes”

in the coming referendam. We desire for all mew the freedem which the Cross of Christ granted
—ihe trecdsm of shelos. ’ *

We daplers with all Christiaas ihe braakdswn of the merals of soclsty, but de net feel
M civil Kgislatien relative te Sunday ebssrvance is the eure, . Mem are bet born sgaim by
snsctments of the Stats, but by the transformatien wroughi by the Hely Spirtt. [ ]
only by the Werd of Ged I Peter, 1:28. We belisve that men and women when mude ta feel
thelr nesd of the Divine Word will seek i, witheni se-¢alled “protectivis™ Sunday Laws: there
fors the problem rests with the Cleryy ts preach & plsin, “Thas saith the Lord™ aad the

churches will be filled
Wa invite sll ts follaw & series of Bible Stadies that will sppear in ssccessive issmes of

- this paper, W. B GROTHEER, B.A, Minister, |
" ¥rst Bevonth-Day Adveniist Churck,

holy day is respected, and they may observe whatever day in the
calendar they desire. But where no harm is done and no injustice
inflicted minorities may well desist from opposing & custom and
practice which the community generally accepts and regards as
sacred, (Dec. 16, 1949

Here the question is raised - Can the thinking of the
community at its highest point of vision be
challenged? Christ left the throne of Heaven to do
just that. It was daring, and it was costly. Can
His disciples do anything less?

a ”

When the Ontario Parliament debated the request of
the City of Toronto mandated by the election results
another field of opportunity was opened. Their de-
cision to grant "local option" to each community
enlarged the number of circumstance which could be
seized for even greater witness. In the Commentary,
Vol. ITI, No. 4, we will give the history of the wit-
ness to the Parliament and how the issue was met in
one community near Toronto.
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