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the hour and the end!" Eze. 76 (Moffau) :

Revelation 17 in Contexr
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Sditor’s Preface

The Lawsuit won by the Seventh-day Adventist Church in
Miami this year has become fodder for the gristmill of
the “historic” Adventists. Raphael Perez has been catapulted
into prominence, The surface issue is the use of the name,
Seventh-day Adventist. But behind it is the question, “Is the
Church still proclaiming the Tong held prophetic interpreta-
tion concerning the Papacy. or have they denied the historic
faith?” While great store has been placed in the name,
Seventh-day Adventist. because of its approval through the
Hessenger of the Lord, other counsel as to how the message is
to be presented has been ignored. The warning against trying
to "jump start™ a crisis has been flaunted, and now we are to
see a continuing legal battle which will absorb thousands of
dollars with Tittle or no prospect of winning. The “historics™
condemned the Church for spending money in Tegal cases. and
now are launching their own legal counter attacks. Is this
not the “pot” calling the “kettle” black?

Connected with this controversy is the use of prophetic sym-
bolisms in the book of Revelation. The Protestant interpreta-
tion of Revelation 17 is vividly portrayed in full page adver-
tisements.” It is true that Luther so interpreted the woman
riding the beast as the Papacy when he broke with Rome. Is
this still a valid perspective, or do we need to Took carefully
into the context in which the symbolism is placed in the book
of Revelation? In the second article, we have sought to direct
attention to this context and what it indicates.

There are two approaches to the identification of the anti-
Christ of Scripture as the Papacy. One is by the things she
did - persecution of the saints, blasphemy against God, and
the attempt to change times and laws. The second is the
blurring of the Gospel. which is termed the Tridentine Gospel
of Rome. This is in direct contrast to the Gospel given to
Paul by Jesus Christ Himself. The tragedy is that this con-
trast of "gospels™ is not stressed by those so eager to chal-
Tenge the Church in newspaper spreads. Why?






















